
The Present Perfect

    Positive form
>L�MVYT�[OL�WYLZLU[�WLYMLJ[�^P[O�OH]L���OHZ���[OL�WHZ[�WHY[PJPWSL�

0�OH]L�^VYRLK�OHYK�[OPZ�^LLR�� � � 0»]L�^VYRLK¯��
@V\�OH]L�^VYRLK�OHYK�[OPZ�^LLR�� � @V\»]L�^VYRLK¯��
/L�:OL�0[�OHZ�^VYRLK�OHYK�[OPZ�^LLR��� /L�:OL�0[»Z�^VYRLK¯��
>L�OH]L�^VYRLK�OHYK�[OPZ�^LLR�� � >L»]L�^VYRLK¯��
@V\�OH]L�^VYRLK�OHYK�[OPZ�^LLR�� � @V\»]L�^VYRLK¯��
;OL`�OH]L�^VYRLK�OHYK�[OPZ�^LLR�� � ;OL`»]L�^VYRLK¯���

General Use 1
�࠮ >L� \ZL� [OL� WYLZLU[� WLYMLJ[� PU� ZLU[LUJLZ� ^P[O� UNFINISHED TIME 
expressions.

I have drunk too much coffee today. 
(today = unfinished)

:OL�OHZ�^YP[[LU�H�SV[�VM�YLWVY[Z�[OPZ�^LLR��
(this week = unfinished)

�࠮ 9LTLTILY� ^L� OH]L� [V� \ZL� [OL� WHZ[� ZPTWSL� ^P[O� FINISHED TIME 
expressions.

I drank too much coffee yesterday. 
(yesterday = finished)

:OL�^YV[L�H�SV[�VM�YLWVY[Z�SHZ[�^LLR��
(last week = finished)

VTWHYL*�࠮

0�^VYRLK�OHYK�SHZ[�^LLR��
(…last week = finished time expression = Past simple)

I have worked hard this week. 
(…this week = unfinished time = present perfect)

Profits have increased by 6% this year.
7YVMP[Z�PUJYLHZLK�I`����SHZ[�`LHY�
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In this unit you will learn how to speak about things you have done until 
the present time.

intro

PAST                                                                            NOW                                                                       FUTURE

time frame

action
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Activity 1
>OH[�HYL�[OL�MVSSV^PUN���\UMPUPZOLK�VY�MPUPZOLK�[PTLZ&

yesterday afternoon         today         this week         1998         when I 
^HZ�H�JOPSK����������[OPZ�TVU[O���������\U[PS�UV^���������ZV�MHY����������[OPZ�`LHY���������

PU�T`�SPML�����������SHZ[�6J[VILY

�!`HYLM\S��>L�ZH*�࠮

� 0�ZH^�OLY�`LZ[LYKH`�¯�� � not I have seen her yesterday …

¯`LZ[LYKH`�PZ�H�MPUPZOLK�[PTL�HUK�PZ�VUS`�\ZLK�^P[O�[OL�ZPTWSL�WHZ[�

Activity 2
5V^� JVTWSL[L� [OL� ZLU[LUJLZ� \ZPUN� [OL� WYLZLU[� WLYMLJ[� VY� [OL� ZPTWSL�
past.

1. ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯�^OLU�0�^HZ�H�JOPSK�
2. ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯�yesterday.
3. ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯�this week.
4. ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯�today.
5. ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯�SHZ[�`LHY�
6. ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯�this month.
7. ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯�\U[PS�UV �̂
8. ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯�two days ago. 

L�VM[LU�\ZL�[OL�WYLZLU[�WLYMLJ[�[V�ZWLHR�HIV\[�[YLUKZ�\U[PS�UV<�࠮ �̂�-VY�
L_HTWSL�^OLU�KLJYPIPUN�H�JOHUNL�^L�JHU�ZH`�something has…

Activity 3
>OH[�OHZ�OHWWLULK�[V�[OL�MVSSV^PUN�PU�`V\Y�JVTWHU`�[OPZ�`LHY&�
;LSS�`V\Y�JVSSLHN\LZ�

profit          number of employees          number of products/services
number of colleagues in your office          your working hours 

increased

slightly increased

stayed the same

slightly decreased

decreased
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�!�3VVR�H[�[OL�[OYLL�[PTL�SPULZ�HUK�JVTWHYL�[OL�]LYI�[V�IL�PU�[OL࠮
WYLZLU[�ZPTWSL��WHZ[�ZPTWSL�HUK�WYLZLU[�WLYMLJ[�

I am a teacher. (now)

  I was a teacher in 2001. (finished time)

I have been a teacher since 2000. (until now = unfinished time)

�]OLU�ZVTL[OPUN�Z[HY[LK�H[�H�WVPU<�࠮ PU�[OL�WHZ[�HUK� PZ�UV[� MPUPZOLK�^L�
often use since��>L�VUS`�\ZL�ZPUJL�^P[O�[OL�WYLZLU[�WLYMLJ[�

Activity 4
3VVR�H[�[OL�MVSSV^PUN�HUK�^YP[L�`V\Y�WLYZVUHS�KL[HPSZ�HZ�PU�[OL�L_HTWSL�
above.

 1. job
a. _____________________________________________ (now)
b. _____________________________________________ (three years ago)
c. _____________________________________________ (since)

 2. town
a. _____________________________________________ (now)
b. _____________________________________________ (three years ago)
c. _____________________________________________ (since)

 3. a target student
a. _____________________________________________ (now)
b. _____________________________________________ (three years ago)
c. _____________________________________________ (since)

    

    Since / For
  
�࠮ 3VVR� H[� [OL� MVSSV^PUN� ZLU[LUJLZ��*HU� `V\� ZH`�^OLU�^L� \ZL� MVY� HUK�
^OLU�^L�\ZL�ZPUJL&

0[�PZ�UV^���V»JSVJR�����0�OH]L�ILLU�OLYL�since 1 o'clock.
0[�PZ�UV^���V»JSVJR���0�OH]L�ILLU�OLYL�for two hours.

PAST NOW FUTURE

PAST NOW FUTURE

PAST NOW FUTURE
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L�\ZL�since with a point in time (=Zeitpunkt)<�࠮

L�\ZL�for with a period of time (=Zeitraum)<�࠮

Activity 5
*VTIPUL�HU�HJ[PVU�^P[O�H� [PTL�ILSV^�[V�THRL�H�ZLU[LUJL�\ZPUN� MVY�VY�
since. 

���ILLU�PU�[OL�ZHTL�VMMPJL¯

���SP]LK�PU�`V\Y�[V^U�JP[`¯

���ILLU�H[�^VYR�[VKH`¯

���ZWVRLU�,UNSPZO¯

���RUV^U�`V\Y�[LHJOLY¯

���OHK�H�KYP]PUN�SPJLUZL¯

���ILLU�PU�`V\Y�,UNSPZO�SLZZVU¯

���OHK�`V\Y�MSH[�OV\ZL¯

the year

no. of years

the time

the age

no. of months

no. of years

no. of minutes

the year

Action      Time


